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Athletics:            
The season's quickly winding down and our golf team had a 

fantastic run but came up a little short at the regional meet.  

Even though they didn’t qualify for state, our golf team shined in 

so many other aspects.  Winning conference and competing at a 

high level in all areas of the game.  With a young team returning 

the future is very bright and we are excited to see what happens 

in the future. 

The softball team was in action Tuesday evening versus a very 

tough Dowagiac team.  The Rangers lost both games but 

sometimes great lessons can be learned in a loss.  Keeping our 

head up and staying focused on the goal is something that 

cannot be understated.   

The softball team plays at Eau Claire on Saturday.  Game time is scheduled for 12pm.Tickets are 

available on gofan for the district game. The finals are slated for a 2pm start. 

The baseball team had the week off to focus on districts.  The baseball team plays at Decatur on 

Saturday.  The game will start at 10am.  Finals are scheduled for 2pm. 

With the seasons coming to a close it is never too early to look at the fall sports season.  Summer 

programs will begin very soon for football, volleyball, cross country, cheerleading, and soccer.  Things to 

remember for indoor sports are that masks must be worn until further notice.  Testing is still required 

until July 1, 2021.  This may change and be extended.  Athletes must have a current physical on file to 

participate in fall sports.  A current physical is a physical that has taken place after April 15, 2021.  These 

must be on the MHSAA form and need to be turned into the athletic office so these can be recorded. 

During the warmer months please make sure to hydrate and use sunscreen if performing outdoor 

activities.  This is one of the easiest ways to prevent heat exhaustion and overexposure to the sun. 

With this year almost behind us, let us look at some of the positives throughout this year. 

We HAD sports seasons, even though they were interrupted with Covid delays we still got to have our 

athletes participate.  We started to be able to have fans in our stands to cheer for our players. We had a 

conference championship won by our basketball team.  We won a district championship with our 

wrestling team.  We had athletes qualify for the state meet in cross country, wrestling and track. 
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All of this could not have been possible without the support of the school administration, the school 

staff, the athletes, and most importantly our parents.  We would like to thank everyone who has helped 

the athletes overcome these obstacles and make sure that they were at practice. 

Thank you and #RangerStrong 

 

                                 Sam Adams Elementary 

 
 

Mrs. Stermer’s Corner 

 
It’s that time of year again! United Way of Southwest Michigan is proud to partner with 

businesses and organizations in Cass County to present the School Supply 

Spectacular. This annual event will provide FREE backpacks with age-appropriate 

school supplies to pre-K- 12th grade students who live in and/or attend Cass County 
schools. Online pre-registration is required at uwsm.org.  Online pre-registration begins 
July 12 at uwsm.org/school-supply-spectacular. 
  
Wednesday, August 18 

 Marcellus High School  
Saturday, August 21 

 Brookside Learning Center  
  

http://uwsm.org/
http://uwsm.org/school-supply-spectacular
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FAREWELL 

I have written and rewritten this section to find the right words to say goodbye. For those 
of you that know and those that don’t know, I will be retiring at the end of this school 
year after 32 years in education.  I have worked at Sam Adams Elementary for the past 
nineteen years, nine as a classroom teacher and ten as an administrator.   When I 
walked through the doors of Sam Adams in 2002 for my interview, it just felt like 
home.  It has been an absolute pleasure to serve all the students, families, teachers, 
staff and administration that I have had the honor to work for and alongside.  I want to 
thank Cassopolis Public Schools for giving me the opportunity to work in this community 
and become a part of it!  This community has always embraced me and made me feel 
part of a bigger family.  I have had the pleasure of watching students begin as five year 
olds, move onto middle school as eleven year olds, and then graduate from high 
school.  Sometimes I have had the pleasure of seeing former students as adults in their 
careers and welcoming their children back through our doors here at Sam 
Adams.  Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your child’s life and education!  I am 
forever changed for it!  It is time to start a new chapter in my life and instead of saying 
goodbye, I will say, “until we meet again!”  
  

Driveway Reminder 

Sam Adams has been contacted by the Cassopolis Village Police to please remind 
families that when you are either dropping off your child or picking up at dismissal at 
Sam Adams, remember to not block any driveways while waiting in line on Depot 
Street.  Please leave the driveway open for our community neighbors to get in and out 
of their driveways.  Thank you for your cooperation.   
 

 
The Sam Adams Elementary School garden is under way!!! The students and Emily 
Dussel, Farm to School coordinator, have been working hard to establish a new garden 
space at the elementary school for students to learn about gardening, food, agriculture, 
and more. The farm to school program now has a face and a name to the project and 
Miss Dussel is extremely excited to work on this project. Students will be encouraged to 
explore agriculture in a new and fun way in conjunction with their curriculum. Teachers 
will be encouraged to push the envelope for students' growth in hands-on learning 
experiences. The garden will be utilized as an outdoor classroom, but also for lots of 
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fresh fruits and vegetables for the school’s cafeteria. Be sure to check out the project 
and learn more about agriculture with your kids!  
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TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN DISCOVERS BUTTERFLIES 

The TK students have been learning about butterflies.  We read stories, learned about 
the life cycle, painted butterflies and helped grow real butterflies.  We will be releasing 
them in the second grade butterfly garden.  
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MRS. GUSTAFSON’S CLASS LEARNS OUTSIDE 

With the weather being so nice we have been able to do some of our learning outside. Here are 
my students listening to story time this week.  
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FIRST GRADE RESEARCHERS 

Mrs. Pike's first graders are growing plants!  They started with planting their seeds and are now 
observing daily changes.  They are learning parts of the plants and what the plant needs to 
grow. The students are also learning about photosynthesis and pollination. 
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Planting Seeds and Watching them Grow 

First Grade has been learning all about what seeds need to be able to grow.  We planted our 
own seeds and have been documenting their growth in our plant observation journals. We also 
learned about the parts of a plant and the functions of each of those parts. 
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FIFTH GRADE RECOGNITION 

Fifth grade students will be recognized with their families in a drive through recognition 
on Thursday, June 10th at 6:00 p.m. in the front parking lot of Sam Adams Elementary.   
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION EXPLORES HANDLING EMOTIONS 

In Sam Adams PE the students have been learning about handling uncomfortable 
emotions.  Using Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs, the students are able to identify when their 
emotional batteries are getting low and take time to recognize which uncomfortable emotion 
they may be feeling.  Six uncomfortable emotions were explored and students were able to 
learn what each of those emotions were trying to communicate to them.  Check out the free 
family resources from the Look for the Good Project https://www.lookforthegoodproject.org/ 

SAM ADAMS CELEBRATES OUR 2021 SENIORS! 

 
 
 
 

 

   

https://www.lookforthegoodproject.org/
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Curriculum/Grants/Assessments 
 

 

Grants 

Cassopolis Public Schools was awarded the MiSTEM Playbook Pilot Grant and 

was selected to receive a grant award in the amount of $10,000.  We are 

excited to be partnering with the MiSTEM Network administered by Grand 

Valley State University. Our focus on using project-,place-, and problem-based learning (3-P learning) 

allowed us to move forward with winning the grant.  

Scholarships 

Students in the Class of 2022 can continue their college planning journey over the summer by becoming 

eligible for several scholarship opportunities.  

 

The College Board Opportunity Scholarship program guides students through the college planning 

process and offers chances to earn $500 for each action they complete. When students complete all six 

steps, they will earn a chance at a $40,000 scholarship, the College Board’s ‘Complete Your Journey 

Scholarship.’ 

 

The deadline to Build Your College List is June 30, 2021, and it is quickly approaching! Students who 

build a college list with six or more colleges on our college planning site, BigFuture, can earn a chance at 

a $500 scholarship.  

 

 

 

https://opportunity.collegeboard.org/
https://pages.collegeboard.org/pdf/how-build-college-list.pdf
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 Apply for a Full Scholarship to MASC/MAHS Leadership Camp 

The SET SEG Foundation is awarding 130 full scholarships to Michigan public high school students 
to attend the MASC/MAHS Summer Leadership Camp at Albion College during the week of July 
17-23. 

Please share this amazing opportunity with your staff and advisors and encourage students to 

apply by June 18!  

● Who is eligible: Students in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12 in fall 2021 

● If students received a SET SEG scholarship in the past, they’re still eligible 

to apply! 

● Scholarship Amount: Full scholarship per student to attend camp 

● Application Deadline: June 18, 2021 

● How to Apply: Students can complete the application available here 

https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tldytjky-ohkkjjlel-t/
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Camp attendees will meet student leaders from all over Michigan to participate in interactive 

lessons in communication, goal-setting and group dynamics. Through these lessons, students will 

explore various aspects of leadership, experience personal growth, and walk away with skills for a 

successful future.  

Due to COVID-19, this year’s Summer Leadership Camp will run differently. For updates and 

details on the camp experience, visit mascmahs.org/camp.   

For more information about the SET SEG Foundation, click here. If you have any questions 

regarding the application process, please contact marketinghelp@setseg.org.  

 

 

https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tldytjky-ohkkjjlel-i/
https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tldytjky-ohkkjjlel-d/

